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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-9 are presented for examination. 

Drawings 

2. Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only that which is 
old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 

1 . 121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 
1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted 
by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 3 5 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as being anticipated by Ishida et al. 
(hereinafter Ishida). 

As to independent claim 1, Ishida teaches a method for operating a network of 
interface nodes (nodes A, B, C, etc., e.g. Figs 1-3, and also Figs. 5-6 for protocol 
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configuration), in particular IEEE 1394 interface nodes, in which interface nodes are 
connected via a data bus (bus connecting the nodes) (col. 4 lines 31-51), with at least one 
of the interface nodes in each case receiving self-ID information from others of the 
interface nodes after a reset operation on the data bus (bus reset), and with each self-ED 
information item comprising self-ID data, wherein joint information with joint header 
data and joint ID data is formed in the at least one of the interface nodes (joint header is 
formed and joint self-ID data is formed, Figs. 13B, 14, 15 and col. 10 lines 3-39) for the 
self-ID information which has been received by the other interface nodes, and is stored in 
a memory device (RAM) in the at least one interface node (col. 10 lines 3-39). 

As to independent claim 6, Ishida teaches an interface device (e.g. node interface 
configuration in Figs. 5-6), in particular an IEEE 1394 interface, which is coupled to a 
data bus (bus connecting the nodes) (Figs. 1-3 and col. 4 lines 31-51) having: 
transmission means (e.g. Packet Transmitter in Link Layer, Fig. 5 and col. 7 lines 8-18) 
for transmitting self-ID information to other interface devices in a network of interface 
devices; receiving means (e.g. Packet Receiver in Link Layer, Fig. 5) for reception of 
respective self-ED information from the other interface devices in the network of interface 
devices after a reset operation on the data bus, with the respective self-ID information 
comprising self-ID data (self-ID, col. 10 lines 3-38); processing means (e.g. link core 20 
and associate circuitry, col. 1 1 lines 50 to col. 12 line 36) for forming joint information 
with joint header data and joint ID data on the basis of the self-ID information which is 
received from the other interface devices; and writing means (e.g. packet division circuit 
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180 and associated circuitry, col. 12 lines 30-36) for writing the joint information to a 
memory device (RAM). 

As to claim 2, Ishida further teaches the self-ID data for the respective self-ID 
information comprises a first data word (first quadlet - self-ID) and a second data word 
(second quadlet - parity information) with the second data word being the complement of 
the first data word, wherein the second data word is processed in the at least one of the 
interface nodes in a present operating mode for error checking of the first data word, and 
wherein the first data word is in each case transferred to the joint ID data, forming the 
joint information, when no error is found during the checking of the second data word 
(col. 9 lines 36-42 and col. 10 lines 39-63). 

As to claim 3, Ishida further teaches once the process of writing the joint 
information to the memory device (RAM) has been completed, information about the 
completion of the process of writing the joint information is transmitted to a driver 
program (e.g. application layer such as printer driver) for the at least one of the interface 
nodes, in order to release the joint information for processing with the aid of the driver 
program (col. 7 lines 45-53, col. 8 lines 45-54, and col. 9 lines 43-50, also note that in 
IEEE 1394 protocol, transfers may resume as soon as the self-identify process that 
follows a bus reset has completed). 

As to claims 4 and 8, Ishida further teaches the formation of the joint information 
and/or the writing of the joint information to the memory device is terminated when the 
at least one of the interface nodes receives information about a further reset operation on 
the data bus during the formation of the joint information and/or the writing of the joint 
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information to the memory device (once bus reset occurs, all information relating the 
connection topology is cleared, col. 4 lines 43-51, and once bus reset is detected, packet 
shaping is performed, col. 13 lines 20-31). 

As to claim 5, Ishida further teaches older joint information is overwritten when 
the joint information is written to the memory device (RAM), this older joint information 
being the joint information which was written at least partially to the memory device 
before the process of writing the joint information (once bus reset occurs, all information 
relating the connection topology is cleared, col. 4 lines 43-51, and once bus reset is 
detected, packet shaping is performed and stored in the RAM are wherein the RAM is set 
with boundaries that divide up the area between the header area and the data area, col. 13 
lines 20-31 and col. 15 lines 25-31). 

As to claim 7, Ishida further teaches the self-ID data in the respective self-ID 
information comprises a first data word (first quadlet - self-ED) and a second data word 
(second quadlet - parity information), with the second data word being the complement 
of the first data word, and wherein the processing means have associated test means 
(packet diagnosis circuit 142) in order to use the second data word in a continuous 
operating mode for error checking of the first data word (packet diagnosis circuit 142 
checks the second data work for error, col. 13 lines 61-67). 

As to claim 9, Ishida further teaches the interface device distinguished by 
interruption means (e.g. bus monitor circuit 130, col. 13 lines 6-19) in order to interrupt 
the formation of the joint information and/or the writing of the joint information to the 
memory device when information about a further reset operation on the data bus is 



Application/Control Number: 10/761,529 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2112 

received during the formation of the joint information with the aid of the processing 
means (once bus reset occurs, all information relating the connection topology is cleared, 
col. 4 lines 43-51, and once bus reset is detected, packet shaping is performed, col. 13 
lines 20-31). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure, as the art discloses IEEE 1394 bus protocol and/or reset operation: 
US Patent 6,978,334 Hiratsuka 

US Patent 6,978,327 Ishida et al. 

"IEEE Standard for a High Performance Serial Bus", IEEE Std 1394-1995, pages 
235-236. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Trisha Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-3643. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur and alternate Fri 8:00am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rehana Perveen can be reached on 571-272-3676. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/761,529 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2112 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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